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E. Eighth St. tenants are suing Croman over ‘harassment’
August 21, 2014 | Filed under: News | Posted by: The Villager

BY ZACH WILLIAMS  |  An ivy-covered building on E. Eighth St. is the latest site of legal clashes

between East Village tenants and landlord Steven Croman.

Two new lawsuits allege that Croman uses building repairs and renovations as a means of inducing

rent-regulated tenants to vacate 309 E. Eighth St.

A Croman representative “categorically denied” that charge, as well as other accusations of building

neglect and the harassment of tenants.

The parties will meet in Housing Court on Aug. 26 after negotiations broke down earlier in the

summer. The second case has yet to be scheduled for a hearing in State Supreme Court, according to

records.

The two suits aim to compel Croman to make needed repairs before resuming construction, as well

as address outstanding building violations and end what tenants, local politicians and housing

activists say is an ongoing effort to dislodge the tenants.

Since buying the building in 2012, Croman has renovated vacant apartments in it to capitalize on the

red-hot Manhattan real estate market. However, tenants allege that the construction work has filled

their apartments with dust in recent months, led to multiple ceiling collapses and even drenched one

apartment in raw sewage, among other grievances.

“There has to be a happy medium between [longtime tenants] and what they are trying to make it

into now,” said tenant Robert Pinter, who has lived in the building for 32 years.

In interviews with The Villager, residents of 309 E. Eighth St. — one of about 150 Croman-owned

properties in Manhattan — echoed complaints from tenants of his building at 346 E. 18th St., which
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was the subject of a recent Villager article. The relentless manner with which building management

pursues renovations indicates more nefarious goals, tenants say.

“My ceiling caved in four times, multiple leaks,” said tenant James Peterson. “They take their sweet

time fixing everything, even though they have three or four construction crews running around the

building fixing up the new apartments.”

He said that buyout offers of as low as $10,000 are being offered to the beleaguered tenants to get

them to vacate their units.

Peterson and fellow tenant Shawn Dahl are the plaintiffs in the case before the State Supreme Court.

In November 2013, Dahl returned home only to find that an incident two days before had allowed

raw sewage to seep into her apartment through the ceiling and plumbing fixtures.

“They knew what they had done and no one contacted me,” she said.

She added that building management did address the issue once she complained.

“I felt bad, [management] sent a woman to clean all the sewage” with no gloves, a rag and some

cleaner, Dahl said.

About a week later, a well-known Croman employee contacted Dahl with a buyout offer. But this was

not the first time that Anthony Falconite visited her. The ex-police officer is well known among

Croman tenants for approaching them with buyout offers while also investigating them in order to

purportedly gather evidence of tenants abusing rent regulation by actually living elsewhere.

State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman slapped the Croman goon with a cease-and-desist order

on July 22, barring him from continuing such activities.

In recent months, tenants have enjoyed additional help in their battles against Croman. The Cooper

Square Committee and Good Old Lower East Side (GOLES) have advised tenants, while the Urban

Justice Center provides legal firepower.

Brandon Kielbasa, lead organizer for the Cooper Square Committee, said the lawsuit in Housing

Court stemmed from a sense of powerlessness among the E. Eighth St. tenants after an effort at

reconciling with the landlord broke down in recent months, similar to efforts on E. 18th St.

“We’ve tried every other means of negotiating with them for repairs that needed to be done,” said

Kielbasa.

At a March 31 meeting, also attended by Kielbasa, tenants submitted to building management a list

of suggested construction protocols. The requested measures included 24-hour notice before utility

shutdowns, the installation of industrial air filters, vermin mitigation, replacement of the front door

and a rent abatement.

“They said they were open to all of it, and then we didn’t hear back from them until June 24, when all

the new construction was beginning,” Pinter said.

He added that construction dust may have played a role in his recent asthma diagnosis, an ailment

he never experienced before.

A representative of Croman’s 9300 Realty company had a different view on the situation. Croman

has improved the building and removed 120 violations issued to the property’s prior owner by the

city’s Department of Housing Preservation and Development, according to the representative’s

statement. Electrical and intercom systems have been upgraded, plus lighting and stairways have

been repaired, according to 9300 Realty.

“The renovations to the building were permitted by the city and completed by licensed

professionals,” reads the statement. “The tenants behind the recent suit have a long history of

litigation with the prior landlord, and we will vigorously defend ourselves against what we consider

to be unfounded accusations by these individuals.”

Building management addressed the tenant-suggested protocols and has exceeded its legal

obligation in agreeing to a “majority of their requests,” 9300 Realty added in a separate statement.

The new legal efforts arose as an investigation by Attorney General Schneidermen continues probing

Croman’s business practices. Investigators have gathered evidence from 309 E. Eighth St. as part of

the fact-finding process, The Villager has learned.

Croman, meanwhile, also remains the target of local politicians, who praised Schneiderman last

month for joining the fight against the landlord. State Senator Brad Hoylman told The Villager that

Croman, in fact, ranks as the top landlord of concern in his district, which has, in part, inspired a

new push to pass a bill, long stalled within committee, that would tighten oversight over New York

City landlords.

“It’s ironic that the reason places like the East Village are attractive to developers is because of the

community created by these tenants who have lived there for decades,” Hoylman said. “And now

they are being faced by harassment and eviction in many cases.”

E. Eighth St. tenants are suing Croman over ‘harassment’ | The Villager... http://thevillager.com/2014/08/21/e-eighth-st-tenants-are-suing-croman-...

2 of 3 8/21/2014 10:42 PM



Tweet 4 14 people like this. Be the first of your friends.LikeLike

Login

There are no comments posted yet. Be the first one!

Enter text right here!

Comment as a Guest, or login:

Name Email Website (optional)

Displayed next to your comments. Not displayed publicly. If you have a website, link to it here.

Submit Comment

The
Villager encourages readers to share articles:

Comments are often moderated.
We appreciate your comments and ask that you keep to the subject at hand, refrain from use of profanity

and maintain a respectful tone to both the subject at hand and other readers who also post here. We

reserve the right to delete your comment.

Comments

Post a new comment

Subscribe to None

Gay City News

With Guns Instead of Games, What
About Russia’s Gays?

State Moving on its PrEP Drive    

America’s Top 50 LGBT-Friendly
Colleges & Universities

Chelsea Now

Protesters Demand Arrest in
Ferguson Shooting

High Line, Meatpacking District,
Chelsea Comprise West Side Stretch
of Manhattan’s Fastest Changing
Neighborhoods

Mystico, Week of Aug. 14, 2014

Downtown Express

TNC season winds down with ‘Dream Up’

Protesters demand arrest in Ferguson
shooting

Transit Sam, week of Aug. 21, 2014

Police Blotter. week of Aug. 21, 2014

High Line, Meatpacking District, Chelsea
Comprise West Side Stretch of Manhattan’s
Fastest Changing Neighborhoods

Pitch black and poignant

Youth Activities, Aug. 14, 2014

East Villager News

Dashane’s sign is a symbol of the need for safer streets

Croman ‘pattern of harassment’ must end, pols say

Raptors hold bird fans’ rapt attention in park;

RID leader beats gun rap

Board 2 tosses paper for tablets at its meetings

Honan warmly remembered as Villager editor, snake buff

Fear that a developer could plow under little farmhouse

Speed on Houston St. Bowery, Sixth Ave. will be slowed to 25 m.p.h.

Elizabeth St. garden is a rare slice of green paradise in the city

Scoopy’s, Week of Aug. 7, 2014

NYC Community Media LLC also publishes:

The Villager • Gay City News • Chelsea Now • East Villager News

ONE METROTECH, 10TH FLOOR NORTH

NYC, NY 11201

Main Telephone: 212-229-1890

Fax: 212-229-2790

Advertising: 212-229-1890

Copyright 2014, all rights reserved

Log in - The Villager - Published by NYC COMMUNITY MEDIA

facebookfacebook

E. Eighth St. tenants are suing Croman over ‘harassment’ | The Villager... http://thevillager.com/2014/08/21/e-eighth-st-tenants-are-suing-croman-...

3 of 3 8/21/2014 10:42 PM


